Viewers Guide to Badminton

Strategy:  

In singles, the goal is to move the opponent up and back.  Doubles is smashes & drives and the attacking team is one player at the net and the other smashing or dropping from the backcourt.  The defensive formation is: both players back, each defending her own side of the court.  Usually short serves in doubles and long serves are used in singles to drive the opponent to the back of the court.

Scoring:  

A match consists of the best two out of three games.  The singles game is won by the player who first reach 11 points and you can win by one point.  Only the serving player or team can score; if a rally is lost by the serving player or side, it brings no change in the score, but a loss of the right to serve.  A doubles game is played to 15 points.  
Setting:  

If the score becomes tied near the end of a game, the game may be lengthened by a procedure called “setting.”  For example, when the score becomes tied at 10-10, the side which reached 10 first has the option of “setting” the game to 3 (total 13 points), so that the side that scores 3 points first wins the game.  In doubles, you set to 3 at 14-14. The server MUST ask the opponent if they want to set or not.  If no set is announced, the game may never be set at any other point by anyone else and it is over at 11 for singles and 15 for doubles.  YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ASK YOUR OPPONENTS IF THEY WANT TO SET OR NET, since there is no official, the players are officials and that is required of all officials.
Serving:  

All players must have both feet in contact with the floor during the delivery of a serve.  The server must hit the shuttlecock from below her waist, in an underhand motion and no part of the racket head may be above the hand holding the racket at the moment of contact.  Unlike in tennis, a server gets only one chance at a serve and the serve may hit the net and still be good if it lands in the proper court.  Net shots must be played as they are good.  In badminton doubles, both gals get to serve before it is the other teams turn to serve except at the beginning of a game.

Conduct:  

Only an official may communicate with players, except between games.  Applause between points is welcomed.  The sides change ends at the beginning of Game 2 and at the beginning of game 3 if needed.  If an 11 point game, ends are changed when one reaches 6 in a 3rd game and 8 in a game to 15.  The side that wins a game serves first in the next game.  You may not leave the court during the first two games.  Raise your racket if you have any questions.  If you split (each win a game), leave your rackets on the court - report your scores to the table and take a 5 minute break.  

Review:  

Doubles plays to 15, set at 14-14   Set to 3 points and you can win by 1 points.
Singles plays to 11, sets at 10-10.  Set to 3 points and you can win by 1 points. 

Winner always serves first.   
Call the score out loud.
3rd game change ends: 6 in singles, 8 in doubles.  

Any bird hitting the line is good.  All shots that hit the ground should be called in or out, loudly.
When you have a double hit, you should call it immediately and stop play.

No coaching, during play, from anyone watching the game.

No open water containers are ever allowed on the courts … bring water in a closed container.

